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Oct. 9: President Violeta Chamorro ordered Sandinista Popular Army (EPS) commanders stationed
in Chontales and Jinotega departments to recover weapons stolen from 34 soldiers by a recontra
group led by "Rojito." (See CAU 10/11/91 for coverage of the abduction and subsequent release
on Oct. 5 of the soldiers.) The recontras confiscated 20 AK-47 rifles, three Russian-made pistols,
two LAW rockets, a 9-mm pistol, and 27 grenades. Rojito said the weapons would be returned
if commander "Dimas" so ordered. Members of the Organization of American States (OAS)sponsored Verification and Support Commission (CIAV) conveyed this message to Dimas who
in turn sent a written response to the government. Oct. 10: A military spokesperson in Juigalpa,
Chontales department, told reporters that government forces had retaken control over La Pinuela
and El Ayote, Chontales. The spokesperson indicated that the recontras had fled to the mountains
and no fighting had taken place. A total of 400 soldiers were deployed to the area and a provisional
base was established in El Ayote. Oct. 11: In a press conference, head of the army joint chiefs
of staff Brig.Gen. Joaquin Cuadra said recontra leaders Dimas, "Tigrillo," and "Bigote de Oro"
indicated that the weapons stolen from army officers would be returned. In Madriz department,
40 recontras blocked a highway, disarmed three police officers, and subsequently fled upon the
arrival of army troops. The police officers were engaged in vehicle searches as part of a national
campaign to collect weapons from civilians. The recontras reportedly planned to speak with Interior
Minister Carlos Hurtado who was expected to pass by on the highway. Oct. 13: Radio Ya reported
that Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) activist Roberto Hernandez Morales was shot
to death by recontras in Pantasma, Jinotega department. According to the report, Hernandez
Morales was a member of a "recompa" group. Oct. 14: In a letter to President Chamorro, eight
recontra commanders requested a meeting with the president to "seek perspectives for resolving
the armed conflict." The recontra leaders stated that they will hold Presidency Minister Lacayo
and armed forces chief Gen. Humberto Ortega responsible for any future military conflicts. Citing
military sources in Matagalpa, a local radio station reported that 20 recompas, led by former army
officer Oscar Tamayo of the Dantos 91 group, attacked a police post in Wiwili, Jinotega. The police
stationed at the post were described as former contras. Oct. 15: Daily newspaper Barricada reported
that recontras broke into a school and wrecked furniture in Chaguite Blanco, Esteli department,
located about 120 km. north of Managua. Oct. 16: Interior Ministry sources confirmed that on
Oct. 11, 50 recontras stole seven rifles from a police post in the remote Atlantic coastal town of El
Tortugero. The weapons had been recovered from civilians as part of the national disarmament
campaign. Police officers reportedly offered no resistance during the attack. On Oct. 6, recontras
stole seven rifles, an RPG-7 grenade launcher, and two boxes of grenades from the same police post
in El Tortugero. (Basic data from Notimex, 10/10/91; AFP, 10/11/91; ACAN-EFE, 10/10/91, 10/11/91,
10/14/91, 10/16/91)
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